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<Research in Progress>

I initially had training in speech science. Specifically, |
examined how speech perception and production of
second language learners are related. What | found was
that, when second language learners had speech
production training, they significantly improved speech
production, but their speech perception did not improve.
This suggests that the domain of speech production and
that of speech perception are possibility independent.

After my PhD training, | found interest in data science. |
taught myself the R language for various kinds of tasks
such as data manipulation, visualization, and modeling.
Once | had a chance to work with a Japanese
dialectologist. This made me realize that there are lots of
things to investigate in scientific ways in the field. Since
then, | have been analyzing how Kansai dialects are
classified using a phonetic metric and machine learning.
Given there has been little investigation in Japanese
dialect classification, this will allow us to objectively
understand how Japanese dialects are diverse.
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