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<Research in Progress>

1. Establishment of the eighteenth century media and its
interactions with literature

I’'m focusing on the culture and media in Britain in the eighteenth
century and early 19th century in the process of the establishment of
the print media and its interactions with literature. I'm interested in the
emergence of modern sensibility of sharing feelings on the media, in
newspapers, magazines, and books. This kind of sensibility was made
possible because of the nature of media which allows different classes
of contributors, male and female to submit their writing, which created
the sense that the same feelings and sensations are shared by the
community of readers. This aspect of the media that connects the
participants directly relates to the modern internet media.

- Recipient of KAKEN Grants: “Writer-Reader Collaboration in the
Eighteenth Century Newspaper Submission Poems.” (Project/Area
Number: 16K02493 )

2. Theoretic Exploration of narrative in its social function

The social function of narratives as they are formed in the media and
its theoretical understanding is the other research topic now in
progress. Walter Fisher in his communication studies argued that
people are persuaded not by reasons but by stories. Another study
calculates that one fourth of American GDP is the result of persuasion,
a large part of which relates to storytelling. Many business books on
the effects of storytelling are published. The study on storytelling in
business books, however, is limited in its scope as its main concern is
application in business. Why floods of story contents in TV dramas,
movies, video games keep being produced and consumed in spite of
the dominant discourse that rejects the value of art that does not
physically profit us. We need to look for a theoretic basis on the
function of stories from a wider perspective.
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